
811 guns and 77,000 pieces of
ammunition, one FIR added.

FIR number 94 filed by a
commandant of the India
Reserve battalion detailed such
an attack.

“On May 28, 2023 at around
3pm, I was at my office at 8th
India Reserve Battalion HQ,
Khabeisoi. A large number of
miscreants/mobs of around
10,000 armed with weapons,
catapult and iron rods suddenly
surrounded the battalion and
stormed the battalion headquar-
ters,” the FIR said.

“I alerted all the men and offi-
cers of the battalion and then to
defend the battalion, the availa-
ble police officers warned the
mob not to enter. However, the
mob without listening to the
warning started pelting stones
and catapulting. To disperse
them, the officers resorted to fir-
ing of tear gas shells and stun
grenades followed by firing of
live rounds in the air at 90
degrees,” said the statement of
the commandant.

The mob finally fled with at
least 811 guns such as AK rifles,
INSAS LMG, MP5, carbon bayo-
nets and at least 77,060 pieces of
ammunition, the FIR added.

A second FIR, numbered 93
and registered at Heingang
police station, showed that a
second strike happened a little
more than an hour later at the
police training college four kilo-
metres away.

“At around 4.10pm… 4,000 to
5,000 mob including women
folk, some equipped with lethal
weapons like AK and SLR
attacked the Manipur police
training college and overpow-
ered not just the police person-

{  }
nel but also a team of Central
Reserve Police Force personnel
posted at the gate.” Over the
next 40 minutes, the mob stole
arms and ammunition from the
armoury, the FIR added.

In FIR number 54, filed at the
Mayang Imphal police station
on May 22, it was not a mob that
broke the lock of the weapon
box but a constable of the same
station. The constable — who
stole one MP5 gun, 2 magazines
and 50 pieces of ammunition —
was later arrested.

“He [constable] revealed that
he had stolen firearm and
ammunition in the intervening
night of 20 and 21th May, 2023
by breaking the door of the bar-
rack of the escort personnel of
SDPO- Mayang Imphal....” said
the statement of the investigat-
ing officer.

The FIR also detailed how the
mobs carried weapons such as
axes, swords and catapults to
storm the premises and over-
power the police personnel at
the entry gates.

Many of the mobs were thou-
sands strong, the FIRs said, but
didn’t identify anyone. The
strength of the mobs that broke
into police stations varied
between 200 and 10,000. Secu-
rity personnel conducting the
combing operations said that
most people who stole the weap-
ons were residents of the same
area.

FIR number 51 filed at Hein-
gang police station showed that
on May 28, a mob of around
5,000 men and women stormed
the station at 4pm, overpowered
the police personnel firing in the
area, and robbed the armoury.

At the same time, even as the

Heingang station was being
robbed, another crowd of 5,000
men and women surrounded
the Yairipok police station —
roughly 28km away — and
entered the police station hold-
ing “deadly weapons like sticks,
iron rod”.

“A large number of people
including men and women,
about 5000 and above rounded
the Yairipok police station from
different directions and forcibly
entered the police station cam-
pus holding different weapons
like sticks, iron rod etc. All
efforts were in vain due to the
large number of unruly mob
....The unruly mob continued
their activities till about
5.30pm,” said the FIR.

O n  M a y  5 ,  a  m o b  o f
2,000-2,500 people entered the
Keikol police outpost and burnt
police case files of at least seven
criminal cases, set arms and
ammunition on fire when they
were unable to break the lock,
and also torched three police
vehicles and seven motorcycles
parked outside the outpost, FIR
number 52 alleged.

The senior security official
quoted above said men and
women from both communities
were using the looted arms and
ammunition in attacking villag-
ers. “In some police stations,
many police personnel (both
tribal and non-tribal groups)
had taken leave and did not
report for duty. Some of them
were also involved in the attack.
If a police constable is breaking
the lock of his own station, then
one can only imagine the law-
less on the ground,” the official
added, requesting anonymity.

Retrieving looted weapons

has emerged as the top worry of
security personnel, and even
elicited an appeal from Union
home minister Amit Shah dur-
ing his four-day visit to the state
earlier this month.

Manipur police say that at
least 500,000 pieces of ammuni-
tion and 3,500 arms were stolen.
Of this, police and security agen-
cies have jointly recovered at
least 953 weapons and 13,351
pieces of ammunition.

The FIRs accessed by HT
showed that mobs took away
bullet-proof jackets, helmets
and even licenced guns submit-
ted by local residents.

“In most cases, the weapons
these militants are using are the
ones stolen by the mob. The data
of the surrendered weapons or
ammunition is very low. The
priority right now will be to
ensure that the stolen arms and
ammunition are recovered at
the earliest,” said a second secu-
rity force official, requesting
anonymity.

Clashes first broke out on
May 3 in Churachandpur town
after tribal Kuki groups called
for protests against a court-pro-
posed tweak to the state’s reser-
vation matrix, granting sched-
uled tribe (ST) status to the
majority Meitei community.
Violence quickly engulfed the
state where ethnic fault lines
run deep, displacing tens of
thousands of people who fled
burning homes and neighbour-
hoods into jungles, often across
state borders. The authorities
clamped a curfew and sus-
pended internet, pumping in
additional security forces to
force a break in the spiraling
clashes. Internet is still not fully

grenades. They burnt case
papers and also bullet-proof
jackets.

While senior officials were
not available for comment, the
state government and top func-
tionaries have confirmed weap-
ons theft from police armouries
in the past, and asked people to
return them. 

Manipur Police, too, have
issued regular statements about
the number of weapons and
ammunition recovered. Earlier
this month, the state’s security
adviser Kuldiep Singh told
reporters that combing opera-
tions would be launched by the
army and security forces against
those who failed to surrender
weapons. And on the final day of
his trip to the state, Union home
minister Amit Shah had
appealed to the people to return
weapons to the police. One Man-
ipur minister, L Susindro Meitei,
even put up a dropbox outside
his home with a note, “Please
drop your snatched weapons
here.”

“A central agency should
probe these cases. The conniv-
ance of police personnel will be
unearthed only when an agency
from outside probes these cases.
It is indeed true that there were
large mobs, but it is also true
that many police personnel
chose not to act,” said a senior
security official in the state,
requesting anonymity.

The FIRs seen by HT were
filed from 10 police station areas
across four districts — Imphal
West, Imphal East, Thoubal and
Kakching  — and dated between
May 3 and May 30. From just
one police station, mobs looted

MANIPUR FIRS back in the state.
Former Uttar Pradesh police

chief Vikram Singh said the loot-
ing of arms and ammunition is a
heinous offence and called for
action against those responsible
for guarding it. “It does not look
like the police were prepared to
defend the arms and ammuni-
tion. In a situation, such as this,
those who displaced cowardice
and failed to do their duty must
be identified. What action has
been taken against those whose
job was to guard the weapons?
The rule of law is supreme. Los-
ing so much ammunition will
result in losing confidence
among those in the force. Action
must be taken,” he said.
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EXTENSION OF LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF ONLINE
APPLICATION FORMS FOR ADMISSIONS TO U.G./INTEGRATED
AND M.A/M.SC./M.COM. ETC. PROGRAMMES OF THE UNIVERSITY
TEACHING DEPARTMENTS/INSTITUTES FOR THE SESSION 2023-24.

Last date for submission of online Application Forms for admissions
to U.G./Integrated and M.A./M.Sc/M.Com. etc. programmes printed at
Page No. 5 of the HBI-23 for the session 2023-24 has been extended
without late fee as per schedule given below. Revised schedule of
Entrance Tests, GD & Interview, PET and admission schedule for these
programmes will be notified later on :

U.G. AND INTEGRATED PROGRAMMES
SN Particulars Last date

extended upto
01 B.A. Mass Communication, B.Sc. (Graphics

& Animation), B.Sc. (Multimedia), B.Sc.
(Printing and Packaging Tech.), BBA
(Hons.), MBA 5 Yr. Integrated Programme,
Bachelor of Hotel Mgt. and Catering
Technology (BHM & CT), Bachelor of Fine
Arts (BFA), Master of Performing Arts
(MPA) (Hons.) 5 Yr. Integrated Programme,
B.A. LL.B.(Hons.) 5 Yr. Integrated
Programme and M.Tech. (Applied Geology)
5 Yr. Integrated Programme

25.06.2023
(23.59 hrs.)

POST GRADUATE COURSES (M.A/M.Sc./M.Com, etc)
AND BACHELOR DEGREE PROGRAMMES

SN Particulars Last date
extended upto

01 M.A./M.Sc/M.Com., B.Lib.; M.Lib.;
MHM&CT; MTTM; MBA; MBA(SFS); B.Ed.
Special Education (V.I.); M.Ed. Special
Education (V.I.); M.P.Ed.; B.P.Ed.; LL.B.
(Professional); MFA; LL.M.; M.Pharmacy;
MCA

25.06.2023
(23.59 hrs.)

Interested candidates are advised to visit University website : www.
kuk.ac.in and admission portal: https://iums.kuk.ac.in/anon_
admissionHome.htm. There is no change in the schedule of remaining
programmes.

RO No. 1238/11/60/2024/18727/19/7 REGISTRAR

Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sector-8 R.K. Puram, New Delhi

Dated 20.06.2023
OPENTENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from eligible firms separately for Canteen
Services and Tour & Travels services in the Vidyalaya for the financial
year 2023-24.The tender form is available on the school website https://
rkpuramsec8.kvs.ac.in. Complete applications along with enclosures
will be accepted by registered post or speed post only till 4.00 PM on
10.07.2023.

Principal

NEW DELHI

TUESDAY
JUNE 20, 2023 11My India


